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Disclaimer

Participants are advised to consult the official documents on the use of United Nations Framework 

Classification for Resources (UNFC). 

All existing legal frameworks in the European Union remain binding and are not affected.

Any information provided as part of the training are recommendations and suggestions. 

The use cases are for training purposes only and are either based on publicly available information 

or are fictitious to illustrate certain facts.

The figures and findings presented here will not replace own assumptions or override any official 

products.

All information has been compiled to the best of knowledge and belief at the time of writing, but may 

not be error-free. Yet, recent developments may not have been taken into account and any errors are 

human. Hence, the accuracy, reliability or completeness of the material can not be guaranteed.
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CRMA - news

• The final approval by Council of the EU achieved on Monday, 18 March 2024 for a strategy 

to secure a sustainable supply of RM critical for the green transition, digital industries, and 

defence sectors.

• The CRMA is published in the Journal of the EU on 03 May 2024 and hence enter into force

on 23 May 2024.

• On 15 March 2024 the 2nd cooperation agreement with Greenland was signed that incl.  a €22.5 million programme to invest in 

energy and critical raw materials.

• Further readings: 

• Regulation - EU - 2024/1252 - EN - EUR-Lex (europa.eu)

• https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/green-deal-industrial-

plan/european-critical-raw-materials-act_en,

• https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/critical-raw-materials/,

• https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_24_1425 

• Critical Raw Materials Act (unece.org) https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=OJ:L_202401252
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/green-deal-industrial-plan/european-critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/green-deal-industrial-plan/european-critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/critical-raw-materials/
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_24_1425
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf
https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf


• The Strategic Project [SP] application shall include:

• a classification of the project according to the United Nations Framework Classification for 
Resources, supported by appropriate evidence;

Article 7, 1b
Application and 
recognition [SP]

• Member States shall make maps that show basic information on mineral occurrences containing critical raw materials 
gathered through the measures set out in the national programmes referred to in paragraph 1 publicly available on a free-
access website.

• That information shall, where applicable, include the classification of the identified occurrences using the United 
Nations Framework Classification for Resources. 

• More detailed information, including processed geophysical and geochemical data at appropriate resolution and large scale 
geological mapping, shall be made . 

Article 19, 6

 National 
exploration 

programmes

• Member States shall, in their reports submitted pursuant to Article 45, provide information to the 
Commission on new or existing critical raw material project on their territory that is relevant regarding. 

• Article 20(1), point (d), including a classification of new projects according to the United Nations 
Framework Classification of Resources.

Article 21, 1
Information 

obligations for 
monitoring

•The activities referred to in paragraph 7 shall be carried out within the limits of national legal systems pertaining to mineral resources, 
waste, property rights, land ownership, environmental and health impacts and any other relevant provisions. 

•Where such factors inhibit the activities, the Member State authorities shall seek the cooperation of the operator or owner of the extractive 
waste facility. 

•The results of the activities referred to in paragraph 7 shall be made accessible as part of the database referred to in paragraph 4.

•Where possible, the Member States shall include in the database a classification of the closed extractive waste facilities 
according to the United Nations Framework Classification for Resources.

Article 27, 8
Recovery of 
critical raw 

materials from 
extractive waste

Source:  OJ L, 3.5.2024; ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1252/oj 5

http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1252/oj


6 Source: Grohol April 2024, Critical Raw Materials Act (unece.org)

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf


Source: Grohol April 2024, Critical Raw Materials Act (unece.org)7

UNFC is an 

obligation 

in 4 of 5 domains

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf


8 Source: Grohol April 2024, Critical Raw Materials Act (unece.org)

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf


Source: Gasparon April 2024, https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/04.%20Gasparon%20UNFC%2022%20April%202024.2.pdf 9

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/04.%20Gasparon%20UNFC%2022%20April%202024.2.pdf


Source: Solar April 2024, https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/11.%20Slavko%20Solar%20v2.pdf10



Source: Solar April 2024, https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/11.%20Slavko%20Solar%20v2.pdf 11

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/11.%20Slavko%20Solar%20v2.pdf


Source: Solar April 2024, https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/11.%20Slavko%20Solar%20v2.pdf 12

EGS Members 

are well 

represented

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/11.%20Slavko%20Solar%20v2.pdf


13 Source: https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/strategic-

projects-under-crma_en 

Application form Guide for applicants Additional informationSign up as expert

https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/critical-raw-materials-act_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/strategic-projects-under-crma_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/strategic-projects-under-crma_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/strategic-projects-under-crma/application-form_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/strategic-projects-under-crma/guide-applicants_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/strategic-projects-under-crma/additional-information_en
https://single-market-economy.ec.europa.eu/sectors/raw-materials/areas-specific-interest/critical-raw-materials/strategic-projects-under-crma/sign-expert_en


May – August 2024

• Kick-off 23.May 2024 | 1st cut-off date

• EU login + access to EU Send Web; register/update as 

external expert

• UNFC training June and July by UNECE

• Communication channel | Project Promoter (PP) – EC, SP 

TEAM

• SP Helpdesk grow-crma-srategic-projects@ec.europa.eu

• Compete Application submission as pdf via secure 

communication channel | EU Send Web

August – September 2024

• Completeness check | within 30 days

• Notification of PP and informing of MS | all projects and 

EU/non-EU about those effecting their territory

• Selection of external experts | EC Pool of experts

September – October 2024

• Assessment of validated SP applications | 4 experts 

(technical, financial, ESGs and UNFC), incl. rapporteur/ 

application

• Consensus meetings (if relevant site visits)

• Project assessment reports

October – November 2024

• Preparation of 1st proposal for the selection of SP to be 

communicated to the Board and to the MS by EC

• Board Meeting | discussion / decision issued by EC

November – December 2024

• Announcement of 1st list of SP 

Relevant Phases - Strategic Projects (SP)

Source: Tomas April 2024.14

mailto:grow-crma-srategic-projects@ec.europa.eu
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Thank you for your attention
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SRM

CRM

Source: EC 2024.17

Strategic (SRM) and Critical Raw Materials (CRM) 



Source: Grohol April 2024, Critical Raw Materials Act (unece.org)18

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf


19 Source: Grohol April 2024, Critical Raw Materials Act (unece.org)

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf


20 Source: Grohol April 2024, Critical Raw Materials Act (unece.org)

https://unece.org/sites/default/files/2024-04/10.%20Milan%20Grohol.pdf


21 Source: Tomas April 2024.
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